	Benton County 
Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC)

	October 30, 2019
6:00 p.m.
Summary


	Meeting called by:	Chairman Richard Bloom
	Type of meeting:
	SWAC

	Timekeeper:
	Blanca Parham
	
	


SWAC Members 
	Vanessa Coates
	City of Benton City, Councilwoman
	Absent
	

	Don Aubrey
	City of Prosser, Councilman
	Absent
	

	Richard Bloom
	City of West Richland, Committee Chairman
	Present
	

	Terry Christensen
	City of Richland, Councilman
	Absent
	

	Darrick Dietrich
	Basin Disposal, Inc.
	Present
	

	Patrick Puntney
	Clayton-Ward, Inc.
	Absent
	

	Jeff Wheatley
	Waste Management, Inc.
	Absent
	

	Mike Jewett
	Sanitary Disposal, Inc.
	Absent
	

	Khris Olsen
	Public Citizen
	Present
	


Additional Attendees
	Martin Nelson
	City of Kennewick
	
	

	Kyle Kurth
	City of Benton City
	
	

	Jay Marlow
	City of Richland
	
	

	Jasen Markee
	Waste Management, Inc.
	
	

	Jim Coleman
	Benton County Health District
	
	

	Seth Benge
	Department of Ecology
	
	

	Matt Rasmussen
	Benton County
	
	

	Blanca Parham
	Benton County
	
	


Minutes
	Agenda item:
	Welcome Blanca Parham
	Presenter:
	Richard Bloom


Discussion:
Blanca Parham is the new Assistant Operations Manager with Benton County Public Works and in charge of managing Solid Waste. Everyone in attendance introduced themselves to Blanca.
	Questions/suggestions raised by attendees
	Response

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Will the Household Hazardous Waste event that happens in the Spring be canceled since the MRWF is set to be open about that time?
	We are planning on doing one more even in the Spring before the opening of the MRWF so that the first opening day isn’t overloaded.


Conclusions:
Blanca will be attending each SWAC meeting from here on out representing Benton County with its Solid Waste matters.
	Agenda item:
	MRW Facility Status
	Presenter:
	Matt Rasmussen


Discussion:
HDR Engineering has completed the 90% design for the new MRWF. They will complete the engineering report by Wednesday 11/5/19 and Blanca will in turn submit them to the Benton Franklin Health District. Blanca is also preparing for the submittal of City of Kennewick permit applications. Everything should be submitted to the City of Kennewick and BFHD by 11/8/19. Benton County is estimating the MRWF be ready to operate June of 2020. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk23864660]Questions/suggestions raised by attendees
	Response

	Will Benton County staff work at the facility when it opens?
	Contractors will run the facility a few days per week and we will schedule pickups when the containers are full. At this point in time we will not have Benton County staff work the facility since the workers require a license to handle hazardous waste.

	Since most of the waste being taken to the HHW events consists of paint, should we notify the public that paint can be thrown away in their trash bins if it has been dried out?
	We get many calls each day asking about disposing of paint and our office staff has been instructed to let the citizens know of the proper ways of disposing of paint without having to wait for the HHW events. The County has also been contemplating not accepting paint at the new facility.


Conclusions:
None

	Agenda item:
	Interlocal Agreements
	Presenter:
	Blanca Parham


Discussion:
The Interlocal Agency Agreement between Benton County and the cities of Benton City, Kennewick, Prosser, Richland and West Richland regarding the local match of the 2019-2021 Washington State Coordinated Prevention Grant has been approved.
	Questions/suggestions raised by attendees
	Response

	When can each city expect a copy of the agreement?
	A copy was sent out to each city via email on 10/17/19.

	Will the Benton County website be updated with this information?
	I am currently working on getting access to edit the Benton County Public Works/Solid Waste page and once I get the access, I will add this newest agreement. 


Conclusions:
None

	Agenda item:
	Star Grass Removal – Yakima River
	Presenter:
	Richard Bloom


Discussion:
At this point, the star grass has been cleaned out of the Yakima River. This may need to be an annual cleaning as we want to keep it from going down the river and affecting the salmon population.
	Questions/suggestions raised by attendees
	Response

	What is being done to prevent the star grass from getting out of hand in the future.
	We are trying to get funding to purchase 2 harvesters, 1 large and 1 small, to help aid in the removal of star grass.


Conclusions:
None

	Agenda item:
	Solid Waste Plan Revision
	Presenter:
	Richard/Blanca


Discussion:
· Richard sent the master copy over to Benton County for Blanca to update their data into. 
· Blanca updated most of the tables in the plan but still working on updating the writing. 
	Questions/suggestions raised by attendees
	Response

	Has anyone heard of a paint recovery program? This would be good to investigate since paint is one of the major HHW issues.
	I heard about one they have in Colorado. We’ll have to do some more research on it.


Conclusions:
Need to discuss the recycling plan for each city and if they are acceptable under RCW 70.95.
Other Information
Meeting adjourned: 7:30 p.m.
Next meeting: December 11, 2019
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